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Procedure Re-Grows Skin Removed By Cancer Surgery
1 In 6 Americans Diagnosed Each Year; Surgery Often Leaves Horid, Noticeable Defects On The Face 
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Reporting
 

NEW YORK (CBS) ―One in six Americans is diagnosed with skin cancer at some point in their lifetime, and there are approximately one-million new cases reported each year. 

Skin cancer of the face can be particularly damaging; and when the cells are removed, a defect or scar tends to be left on the affected area. But a newly-developed procedure can actually re-grow a patient's skin to make the spots affected by skin cancer less-noticeable. 

76-year-old Dorothy Woolk was recently diagnosed with the condition, and underwent MOHS Surgery, a procedure meant to remove the cancer in a very exact way. 

"(Doctors) did biopsies and told me I had basal cell cancer," Woolk said. "I went for the MOHS method." 

According to plastic surgeon Jacob Steiger, patients are typically left with a hole in their skin after undergoing a MOHS surgery. The procedure's goal is to completely remove all cancerous cells. 

"Many patients come to me because they are left with a big defect from MOHS surgery," Steiger said. 

Steiger then repairs these defects, and one of his patients was Woolk. 

"They took cartilage from (my) ear and they put it on my nose," Woolk said. 

But Steiger added that it takes more than some cartilage for the scars left by MOHS surgery to heal. 

"That tissue needs a blood supply from your body, just like a transplant would need blood in order to allow it to live," Steiger explained. 

Transplanted cartilage tissue is attached to a patient's cheek or forehead, and this eventually creates a new blood supply. 

"After approximately two weeks, the area around the nose where we grafted that tissue to will grow a new blood supply so that we can then detach it," Steiger said. 

Victor Gobbi, also one of Steiger's patients, said the skin looks brand new once the tissue has been removed. He added that the two weeks while the tissue is growing on the face may not look very attractive, but the result is well worth it. 

"It's really not a real scar," Gobbi said. 

Skin cancer often develops on the ears, face, neck and hands, as those areas are typically exposed to large amounts of sunlight. Skin cancer surgeries are usually covered by insurance, although procedures to fix the scarring are not. 

Avoiding the sun, and especially sunburns, at a young age has been proven to lower the risk of developing skin cancer later in life.
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